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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Madam: 

In response to the Office Action Dated 06/04/02 the appHcant request restriction 
to Group II of claims 23-39, drawn to a method of detecting the presence of HIV 
antibodies classified in 435, subclass 5. 



In Response to paragraph 2, page 2 of the Office Action dated 06/04/02 the 
apphcant suggest that instead of cancellation that the claims be restricted (e.g. excluding 
certain elements (Western Blot/Thin Layer) by using closed claim language, such as - 
consisting essentially of ~, could be used? If the examiner agrees, then the apphcant 
wishes to restrict such claims as suggested by the Examiner. 

In addition, Claims 5 and 8 were deleted in a communication to Examiner dated 
10/10/02. In the case the Examiner has not received that communication, please delete 
claims 5 and 8. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
JackJ^S^llj^ 
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